Sent:  Friday, August 17, 2001 10:49 AM

UNCLAS

FROM:  AFMC LSO WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//LOP//

TO: 
(Addresses removed to reduce the size of this document – LAW)

SUBJ: RESTRICTIONS ON SHIPMENT OF LUMBER AND SOLID WOOD PACKAGING FOR EUROPEAN UNION SHIPMENTS 

1.  BECAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS ABOUT INVASIVE SPECIES OF 

INSECTS (SPECIFICALLY PINEWOOD NEMATODES), THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) WILL IMPLEMENT RESTRICTIONS ON THE IMPORTATION OF NEW AND USED CONIFEROUS (NEEDLE BEARING TREES) SOLID WOOD PACKAGING/MATERIALS BEGINNING 1 OCTOBER 2001.  THESE NEW STANDARDS EFFECT ALL WOODEN PALLETS, LOAD BOARDS, PALLET COLLARS, WOODEN BOXES, AND CRATES EXPORTED FROM THE UNITED STATES (INCLUDING TERRITORIES), CANADA, JAPAN, AND CHINA DESTINED FOR AN EU COUNTRY.  EU MEMBERS CONSIST OF 15 COUNTRIES: AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, DENMARK, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, IRELAND, THE NETHERLANDS, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, SWEDEN, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.  PACKAGING/MATERIALS EXEMPT FROM THESE NEW REQUIREMENTS ARE CORRUGATED FIBERBOARD, PLYWOOD, PARTICLEBOARD, VENEER, ORIENTED STRAND BOARD (OSB) AND DUNNAGE.  THE RESTRICTION WILL APPLY TO PLYWOOD BOXES IF NAILED TO SOLID WOOD FRAMES OR CONTAIN SOLID WOOD CLEATS.  THE ABOVE REQUIREMENT DOES NOT APPLY TO SHIPMENTS ORIGINATING OUTSIDE OF THE US, CANADA, JAPAN, OR CHINA DESTINED FOR EU COUNTRIES.    

2.  TO ENSURE SOLID WOOD PACKAGING CAN BE SHIPPED WITHOUT INCIDENT, THE WOOD MATERIALS MUST BE “KILN DRIED (KD)” OR “HEAT TREATED (HT)” TO A STANDARD OF 56 DEGREES C (133 DEGREES F) FOR 30 MINUTES.  IN ADDITION TO THE KD/HT OR HT STANDARD, THE MATERIAL MUST BE MARKED WITH AN APPROVED PEST-FREE CERTIFICATION STAMP.  THE PEST FREE CERTIFICATION STAMP WILL COME FROM THE MANUFACTURER AND CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:


A.  TRADEMARK:  THE IDENTIFYING SYMBOL, LOGO, OR NAME OF THE ACCREDITED AGENCY.


B.  MILL IDENTIFICATION: PRODUCT MANUFACTURER NAME, BRAND OR ASSIGNED MILL NUMBER.


C.  HEAT TREATED (KD/HT OR HT) MARK.


D.  COUNTRY CODE: THE TWO LETTER ISO COUNTRY ABBREVIATION.


E.  APPROVED INTERNATIONAL SYMBOL FOR COMPLIANT NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKAGING.

 3.  THIS REQUIREMENT DOES NOT APPLY TO HARDWOOD (I.E., OAK, MAPLE, CHERRY, ETC).  HOWEVER, THE REQUIREMENT FOR HARDWOOD PALLETS IS TO HAVE THE SELLER MARK THEM WITH AN “HW” STAMP OR TO IDENTIFY THEM ON THE DOCUMENTATION AS HARDWOOD AND HAVE THE ORGANIZATION PLACE THE  “HW” MARKING.  

4.  TRAFIC MANAGEMENT OFFICES OR ANY ACTIVITY BUYING SOLID WOOD MATERIAL TO USE FOR BUILDING OR ASSEMBLYING PACKAGING MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENT FOR PURCHASING THE WOOD: "ALL WOODEN PALLETS AND WOOD CONTAINERS PRODUCED OF NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED FROM HEAT TREATED (HT TO 56 DEGREES CENTIGRADE FOR 30 MINUTES) MATERIAL AND CERTIFIED BY AN ACCREDITED AGENCY RECOGNIZED BY THE AMERICAN LUMBER STANDARDS COMMITTEE (ALSC) IN ACCORDANCE WITH NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKING POLICY AND NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKING ENFORCEMENT REGULATIONS BOTH DATED MAY 30, 2001."  THESE DOCUMENTS CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.APHIS.USDA.GOV.  

5.  AIR LOGISTIC CENTERS, PRODUCT CENTERS, OR ANY OTHER ACTIVITY RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING PACKAGING AND PACKING REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRACTS RESULTING IN DELIVERY OF ANY PRODUCT TO THE AIR FORCE MUST ENSURE SOLID WOOD PACKAGING IN NEW CONTRACTS INCLUDE THE REQUIREMENT IN PARAGRAPH 4 ABOVE.  ADDITIONALLY, ALL EXISTING CONTRACTS (INCLUDNG CONTRACTS ADMINISTERED BY DCMA) AND DELIVERY ORDERS THAT RESULT IN DELIVERIES TO THE EUROPEAN UNION MUST BE MODIFIED IMMEDIATELY TO REFLECT THIS REQUIREMENT.

6.  ANY ACTIVITY PURCHASING LUMBER OR SOLID WOOD PACKAGING USING THE IMPAC CREDIT CARD MUST ALSO ENSURE THEIR PURCHASES MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENT.

7.  NEW PROCUREMENTS OF HT LUMBER OR HT SOLID WOOD PACKAGING MUST BE STORED SEPARATELY FROM ANY NON-HT LUMBER OR SOLID WOOD PACKAGING.  IN ADDITION, ORGANIZATION’S MUST KEEP DOCUMENTATION IDENTIFYING ALL LUMBER OR SOLID WOOD PACKAGING PROCURED MEETS THE ABOVE HT REQUIREMENT.  AS A MINIMUM, THESE RECORDS WILL IDENTIFY:


A.  LUMBER OR WOOD PACKAGING MATERIAL IS HT.


B.  THE AMOUNT OF BOARD FT AND DATE PURCHASED.


C.  THE AMOUNT OF BOARD FT USED FOR PACKAGING MATERIAL.  THE AMOUNT PURCHASED AND AMOUNT USED SHOULD CORRELATE.


D.  MAINTAIN THESE RECORDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL PROCEDURES FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS FROM DATE OF PURCHASE OR CONTRACT.  

8.  PLEASE PROVIDE WIDEST DISSEMINATION OF THIS INFORMATION TO ALL ORGANIZATIONS (INCLUDING HOUSEHOLD GOODS) ON YOUR INSTALLATION THAT GENERATE PACKAGING REQUIREMENTS FOR USE IN CONTRACTS THAT RESULT IN THE DELIVERY OF ANY PRODUCT TO THE AIR FORCE, INCLUDE ORGANIZATIONS THAT BUY, BUILD, OR REPAIR LUMBER, WOODEN PALLETS, OR WOODEN PACKAGING/HANDLING FIXTURES.  WE WILL BE PROVIDING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING TESTING OF ALREADY PACKAGED MATERIALS, CERTIFICATION APPROVALS, AND INSPECTION AS SOON AS THIS INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE. 

9. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN THIS NEW PACKAGING REQUIREMENT.  THIS IS AN AFMC LSO/LOP, SAF/AQC, AND HQ USAF/ILTT COORDINATED MESSGE.  OUR POINT OF CONTACT IS MR MICHAEL WERNEKE, AFMC LSO/LOP, DSN 787-2638, MIKE.WERNEKE@WPAFB.AF.MIL, MS. BETSY ANN MATICH, SAF/AQCP, DSN 425-7026, BETSY.MATICH@PENTAGON.AF.MIL, MR. DUAND PFUND, AF/ILTT, DSN 227-4742, DUANE.PFUND@PENTAGON.AF.MIL.     

UNCLAS
