From: LO(n) 

Sent: Monday, November 19, 2001 1:03 PM

To: ML 10968(n); ML 10970(n); ML 10041(n)

Subject: EUROPEAN UNION (EU) RESTRICTIONS REGARDING NON-MANUFACTURED

WOOD PACKING MATERIALS (NMWPM)

FROM:  AFMC LSO WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//LOP//

TO:  AIG 10970

       AIG 10968

       AIG 10041

SUBJECT:  EUROPEAN UNION (EU) RESTRICTIONS REGARDING NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKING MATERIALS (NMWPM)

REFERENCE A:  EUROPEAN UNION DOCUMENT DATED 12 MAR 2001

REFERENCE B: MSG FROM AFMC LSO/LOP DATED FRIDAY AUGUST 17, 2001

REFERENCE A IS EU'S EMERGENCY DECISION PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AS "COMMISSION DECISION OF 12 MARCH 2001 ON TEMPORARY EMERGENCY MEASURES IN RESPECT OF WOOD PACKING COMPRISED IN WHOLE OR IN PART OF NON-MANUFACTURED CONIFEROUS WOOD (SOFTWOOD)".  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE EU DECISION CAN BE FOUND AT USDA'S WEBSITE:  <HTTP://APHIS.USDA.GOV>.  REFERENCE B IS INTERIM AIR FORCE GUIDANCE AND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EU RESTRICTIONS REGARDING NMWPM.

1.  PURPOSE:  THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR IMPLEMENTATING THE REF A MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EU. 

2.  BACKGROUND:  AS DISCUSSED IN REF A & B, THE EU ISSUED AN EMERGENCY DECISION ON MARCH 12, 2001 TO REGULATE CONIFEROUS NON-MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKING MATERIALS (NMWPM) SHIPPED TO INTO EUROPE TO PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PINEWOOD NEMATODE INTO THEIR ECOSYSTEMS.  THE EU DECISION TOOK EFFECT ON OCTOBER 1, 2001.  SHIPMENTS MADE PRIOR TO 1 OCTOBER (UP TO AND INCLUDING 30 SEPTEMBER) WERE NOT EFFECTED BY THESE MEASURES.

3.  CURRENT DOD IMPLEMENTATION/GUIDANCE:  DOD SHIPMENTS DEPARTING THE U.S. ON OR AFTER 1 OCTOBER 2001, ENROUTE TO EU MEMBER STATES (AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, DENMARK, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, ITALY, LUXEMBOURG, IRELAND, THE NETHERLANDS, PORTUGAL, SPAIN, SWEDEN, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM) CONTAINING NMWPM MUST BE TREATED BY ONE OF THE APPROVED METHODS IDENTIFIED BELOW.  NMWPM IS DEFINED AS WOOD PALLETS, SKIDS, BOXES, CRATES, REELS, AND WOODEN MATERIAL THAT HAS NOT HAD SUFFICIENT PROCESSING TO KILL PESTS PRESENT IN THE RAW WOOD.  THE EUROPEAN DECISION DOES NOT AFFECT MANUFACTURED WOOD PACKAGING MATERIALS, SUCH AS PLYWOOD AND PARTICLEBOARD.  REF B PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR NEW PACKAGING DATA REQUIREMENTS, LOCAL PROCUREMENTS, AND IMPAC CARDS BUYS OF NMWPM.

4.  APPROVED TREATMENT METHODS:  THE PREFERRED METHOD FOR ELIMINATING THE PWN IS TO HEAT-TREAT (HT) WOOD SO THE CORE TEMPERATURE REACHES 56 DEGREES C (133 DEGREES F)  FOR 30 MINUTES (56/30).  FUMIGATION AND CHEMICAL PRESSURE TREATMENT ARE ALSO MEANS OF TREATING WOOD; HOWEVER, DUE TO ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS THESE METHODS SHOULD OR MAY BE LIMITED IN USE.

5.  EXISTING/PREVIOUSLY PACKAGED MATERIEL.  PREVIOUSLY PACKAGED MATERIEL, CAN BE TESTED, INSPECTED AND CERTIFIED AS PEST FREE BY DOD SHIPPING ACTIVITIES IF THE NMWPM MEETS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

    A.  THE THICKEST MEMBER OF THE NMWPM REGISTERS A MOISTURE CONTENT READING OF 19% OF LESS WHEN TESTED WITH A MOISTURE METER.

    B.  THE PACKAGING IS AT LEAST 5 YEARS OLD BASED ON THE PACK DATE THAT IS MARKED ON THE CONTAINER, OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION THAT CAN VERIFY THE ORIGINAL PACK DATE.

6.  VISUAL INSPECTION OF THE WOOD MUST:

     A.  CONFIRM THE NMWPM CONTAINS NO BORE OR GRUB HOLES LARGER THAN 3MM AND NO PRESENCE OF VISIBLE BARK.

     B.  CONFIRM THE NMWPM SHOWS NO PRESENCE OF VISIBLE BARK.

7.  PREVIOUSLY PACKAGED MATERIEL THAT FAILS ANY OF THE REQUIREMENTS IDENTIFIED IN PARA 5 AND 6 ABOVE MUST BE REPACKAGED USING HT COMPLIANT NMWPM, OR FUMIGATED/PRESSURE TREATED WITH AN APPROVED CHEMICAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH AN OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION.

8.  MOISTURE METERS:  THE FOLLOWING WEB SITES PROVIDE SOURCES FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF MOISTURE METERS.  OTHER SOURCES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE USING A SEARCH ENGINE AND SEARCHING "LUMBER MOISTURE METER".  ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN DOD THAT HAVE ALREADY PURCHASED MOISTURE METERS RECOMMEND RADIO FREQUENCY (RF) TYPES.  THE RF MODELS (MID-PRICE RANGE) ARE PREFERRED BECAUSE THEY MEASURE MOISTURE CONTENT WITHOUT HAVING TO PROBE THE WOOD.  ACTIVITIES SHIPPING ELECTRICLY INDICATED MUNITIONS SHOULD NOT USE RF METERS.  FUNDING FOR PROCUREMENT OF MOISTURE METER (S) WILL BE FROM ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDS.

     A.  <http://www.moistureregisterproducts.com>  (MODEL L FOR LUMBER DOES NOT USE PROBES AND COSTS APPROXIMATELY $700)

     B.  <http://www.sensorcontrols.com>

9.  AFMC LSO/LOP MSG, SOURCES/CONTACTS FOR SOLID WOOD LUMBER AND WOODEN PALLETS IDENTIFIES THE DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY'S DEFENSE SUPPLY CENTER PHILADELPHIA (DSCP) (S9I) AS THE ITEM MANAGER AND STANDARD SUPPLY POINT FOR LUMBER AND PALLETS.  IT ALSO IDENTIFIES THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY DPSC TO ENSURE SYSTEM NSN'S ARE HT COMPLIANT AND MARKED ACCORDINGLY.

10.  CONTAINER MARKINGS:

      A.  EXISTING/PREVIOUSLY PACKAGED MATERIEL THAT PASSES THE TESTS AND VISUAL INSPECTIONS IDENTIFIED IN PARA 5 AND 6 ABOVE WILL BE MARKED (STENCILED OR STAMPED) "USA DOD - DODAAC (SHIPPER/PACKAGING ACTIVITY RUC) - PEST FREE".

      B.  NMWPM (PALLETS, CONTAINERS, REELS, BOXES, CRATES ETC) MADE AT A AIR FORCE OR AIR FORCE RESERVE FACILITY UTILIZING HT COMPLIANT LUMBER WILL BE MARKED "USA DOD - DODAAC - PEST FREE".  THIS INFORMATION MUST BE LISTED IN A BLOCK FORMAT AS FOLLOWS:

"USA DOD

DODAAC

PEST FREE"

      C.  CONTAINERS AND PALLETS CONSTRUCTED UTILIZING NON-CONIFEROUS WOOD (HARDWOOD) WILL BE MARKED:  "USA DOD - DODAAC - NC".  THIS INFORMATION MUST BE LISTED IN A BLOCK FORMAT AS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH 10 ABOVE.

11.  MARITIME PREPOSITIONING FORCE (MPF) VESSELS:  NMWPM ABOARD MPF VESSELS SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO COMPLIANCE DURING THE NEXT SCHEDULED ROTATION.  SEE PARAGRAPHS 5 & 6 ABOVE FOR OPTIONS CONCERNING COMPLIANCE WITH THE EU EMERGENCY

12.  AUDIT REQUIREMENTS.  THE FOLLOWING ARE THE MINIMUM DATA REQUIREMENTS FOR TRACKING DOD COMPLIANCE WITH THE EU EMERGENCY MEASURES:

      A.  FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION OF WOODEN CONTAINERS/PALLETS/SKIDS ETC., RECORD THE FOLLOWING:

           (1)  PURCHASE ORDER/REQUISITION/RECEIPT AND QUANTITY OF HT LUMBER PURCHASED.

           (2)  WORK ORDER(S) OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION THAT IDENTIFIES BOARD FEET HT LUMBER CONSUMED.

      B.  FOR EXISTING PACKAGED MATERIEL, RECORD THE FOLLOWING FOR EACH SHIPMENT TO THE EU:

           (1)  NSN

           (2)  QUANTITY

           (3)  TCN

           (4)  TESTED MOISTURE PERCENTAGE

      C.  THE RECORDED DATA MUST BE MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL PROCEDURES FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS AND MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UPON REQUEST.

12.  NEW WOODEN CONTAINER OR PALLET CONSTRUCTION/REPAIR:  ANY NEW CONTAINER/PALLETS MUST BE CONSTRUCTED/REPAIRED WITH ONLY HEAT TREATED (HT) WOOD THAT MEETS THE 56/30 REQUIREMENT.  AS LONG AS ALL THE INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS OF PARAGRAPH 6 ABOVE AND ALL THE AUDIT REQUIREMENTS OF PARAGRAPH 11 ABOVE ARE MEET ORGANIZATIONS CAN PLACE THEIR DOD MARK ON THE CONTAINER/PALLET.

13.  NMWPM THAT ALREADY CONTAINS AN AMERICAN LUMBER STANDARD COMMITTEE (ALSC) "PEST FREE" MARK DOES NOT HAVE TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED ABOVE.

14.  THIS IS A HQ USAF/ILTT AND AFMC LSO/LOP COORDINATED MESSAGE.  OUR POINT OF CONTACT FOR THIS ISSUE IS MR. MICHAEL WERNEKE, DSN:  787-2638, COMM: 937-25-2638, EMAIL:  MIKE.WERNEKE@WPAFB.AF.MIL.

